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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Fellow Members.

My first step is to double my apology for not being with you tonight.  The unexpected illness and hospitalisation of an associate has meant an unavoidable trip to Horsham 

This is also sad for me, because in line with our policy of rotating the Officers of the Association, I now retire as your President – dare I say your Founding President.

There has been both sadness and excitement during the period of my Presidency.  Earlier this year we lost our friend and Patron, Sir Rupert Hamer.  What an inspiration that man was during his lifetime.  We now miss his wise counsel.  At the New Year also we learnt of the passing of our colleague, Barbara Cohen.  A fabulous educator, Barbara was a tower of energy and intellect in the years we were working together at Polly Woodside.  I knew she would be just as dedicated helping MHAV with our planned education programmes, but it was not to be.

Let us stand for a moment in silent remembrance of these two wonderful people.

It has been also an exciting time, right from the night we came together to protest against the plans of the National Trust to down size the Melbourne Maritime Museum and reduce the Barque Polly Woodside to a mere ornament in the garden of the Exhibition Building.

To some degree we did seem to win a victory there.  A reorganisation of the Polly Woodside Museum did take place, and money was spent on upgrading exhibits.  However, lessons were not learnt, and because static displays do not attract audiences, the place now appears to be heading for its next crisis, especially with small budgets for promotion.  I hope we learn that lesson better in our future endeavours.

The National Trust did us one favour.  Because they refused permission for us to use the name “Friends of the Polly Woodside” we lifted our sights and became the MHAV.  We also broadened our ambitions.

Making the point that Victoria is the only State where State Governments have ignored the creation of a Maritime Heritage Centre, we commenced lobbying, not only for this, but also for State aid for the local heritage vessels that are constantly in financial trouble.

We examined sites around the waterfront areas, but when we heard that the site at Williamstown vacated by the old PMA, was available, this became our target.  We have constantly reiterated that this site is the best in Australia for heritage development.  It has its own history, and is complete with wharves, slipways and historic buildings. It is controlled by Parks Victoria.

Our efforts to see this developed by the State as a State Maritime Museum so far have failed.  Instead it has been suggested that we should join a Community Maritime Trust, yet to be formed, to develop and manage the site, and negotiations are proceeding. (Lindsay Rex will advise you of progress)  This is not what I fought for, but I suppose it is a pragmatic solution, if the State is determined not to make the necessary investment and to match other States in protecting our Heritage.

It leaves me only to thank the Members of the Management Committee, and also Lindsay Rex, John Milne, and Miles Allen for their special efforts in the Development Committee.  I naturally thank all the Membership for their confidence and support.  Let me say, you are not getting rid of me completely,  I shall continue to represent the Durham Association, and to act as Honorary Treasurer. 

Finally, I would like to make a special thank you to our Secretary and Public Officer, Neil Thomas.  Neil has undertaken all those boring jobs that are necessary to keep us legal.  It has been his efforts that have brought our Constitution up to scratch.

Thanks everybody, and let’s keep building the public awareness of our Maritime Heritage.

Charles Treleaven

President
