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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2007

In preparing this review of the year’s activities of the MHAV, I returned to the President’s Report for 2006, presented by Lindsay Rex at last year’s AGM.  It is disappointing to have to report that 2007 has seen a continuation of the frustrations expressed by Lindsay at the lack of progress towards the achievement of the objectives of the MHAV.  In many ways the year has been one of taking stock of our position and regrouping for the continuation of the fight for appropriate recognition and presentation of maritime heritage in this state, and in Melbourne in particular.

As for our primary aim of a major maritime heritage precinct and working port for Melbourne, the MHAV remains convinced that the opportunity exists to create a unique attraction that will capture the imagination of Victorians, educate our children and attract visitors from around the world.  The site at Williamstown identified as a maritime heritage precinct by Steve Bracks, is a wonderful location for a world class development. The MHAV envisages this as being a balanced blend of community, public, educational, curatorial and commercial participation.  

Unfortunately we are not currently reassured that the bodies controlling the site share our vision, as we have been unable to establish a continuing dialogue with them.  Seaworks Foundation Ltd was established to provide a management structure for the development of the site.  Our written request to meet with that body early in the year was met with stony silence.  A similar response was received from Parks Victoria when we sought a meeting with them.  It is difficult to be optimistic about the future of our vision when the controlling bodies will not engage in a consultative manner with the appropriate maritime community interest groups.  

Other events during the year, including the ORF’s fruitless search for an affordable berth for the Dick Smith Explorer,  and the Wattle’s  battle for a long term viable future only highlight the need for a central base.  Such a site will support a critical mass of maritime heritage activity attractive to the public, and therefore economically sustainable.

Our task therefore is to clearly spell out our vision and seek support at the political level.  We have established a sub committee which is preparing a suitable proposal for presentation to appropriate politicians and people of influence. We expect that this document, in paper and electronic formats will be ready for presentation in the New Year.

At the same time a second sub committee is reviewing our stated aims and objectives, so that we present a clear and consistent message throughout our various organisational documents and our web site.

Early in the year I outlined two further objectives for the year, these being to:

1. Expand our membership base, particularly by including more maritime interest groups as member organisations.  In this vein, we were pleased recently to welcome the Friends of Cerberus as a member organisation.

2. Involve our membership in more activities as a means of improving communications and feedback, and encouraging more participation in our activities.  Two activities were organised during the year, which were successful even though the attendance was variable.  We intend to continue encouraging our members to become active through attendance at future functions and events.

During the year we supported the move by the Friends of Cerberus to obtain State and Federal funding to save this internationally significant vessel, by writing to both the state and federal ministers in support of the Friends of Cerberus application.

We have also opened discussions with the Maritime Museum of Victoria with a view to finding ways of working more closely together towards a common goal.  

While we sometimes get discouraged by our lack of progress, there are some glimmers of hope about.  The Enterprize continues to operate successfully, and there are encouraging signs that the Alma Doepel may soon return to our waters, although a return to commercial operation will require substantial investments of time and money.  

The recently established organisation Tall Ships Victoria has some exciting plans for attracting tall ships to Victoria, and we support them in their efforts.  They have been instrumental in securing a second visit to Melbourne of the superbly restored James Craig for a series of charters in Port Phillip during January and February 2008.  The MHAV has secured two of these day charters, one in conjunction with the Polly Woodside Volunteers.  I would encourage all members to take advantage of this rare opportunity to sail our ideal sailing waters in a genuine 3 masted barque of the nineteenth century.  Our thanks go to Miles Allen for his efforts in managing these charters on behalf of the MHAV.  There are still some places available on both charter days.

I would like to thank all of the committee members for their contributions during the year.  There is much to be done and we welcome any contribution that any members are able to offer.  I hope that you will continue to support the MHAV through your membership and attendance at our activities.  We need to demonstrate that the interests of maritime heritage have a voice that will be heard in the corridors of power, to ensure that our rich maritime past is preserved and interpreted for future generations.  We need your continuing support to help make it happen.

John Milne

President

