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Since we all came together to protest about the National Trust (NT) downsizing the Maritime Museum, the actions taken by us all have borne fruit. We have many things to report and it is also time to arrange another get together, to formalise our new Association and to plan our next moves.

CHANGES TO THE MUSEUM

The National Trust has decided to lease out only one of the two historic sheds (No.6 Shed) and to keep No. 5 Shed to house the Museum collections, at least until a custom built facility is constructed.  This Museum Shed is being modified to include a meeting room and storage space for the Groups which have historically kept their records and treasures on the premises.   

The National Trust has also announced plans to upgrade displays and interpretation in the Museum, the Pump House, the Boiler Room, and for the Ship itself. The workshop has already been relocated to No. 4 Shed. 

This is a considerable improvement on the decisions that upset us so much, and much credit can go all those who let their feelings be known to the NT and the State Government. We know that the mailing campaign to Ministers was very effective. It must be maintained.

THE POLLY WOODSIDE SITE

The NT is negotiating with the State Government for funding for a new Maritime Museum to be built alongside the Polly Woodside. They are requesting a project costing in the order of $4 million. We believe this to be totally inadequate, considering that to make the Polly Woodside safe and restore her Dock would cost at least that much alone.

A STATE MARITIME MUSEUM

Compared to other states, the value put on Maritime Heritage by our Victorian Government is non existent. Although they have agreed to let the Williamstown Seaport Group develop the derelict area of Williamstown, they have offered not one dollar towards the $35 million estimated cost.  It is worth noting the new $45 million State Maritime Museum at Fremantle is now being fitted out and this is in addition to the existing nearby “Batavia” Maritime Museum, also run by the State.

Even if the finance requested by the NT is forthcoming, it is still totally inadequate for a true State Maritime Museum, which Victoria should have. This is the basis of our own lobbying of State 

Ministers and also the petition from over 600 people we presented to the State Parliament.

We do not wish to do anything to diminish the achievements of the NT and the Volunteers at the Polly Woodside, but the history of Melbourne demands recognition, and only the State has the resources to build and operate a world class Maritime Museum.  This must be our next goal! 

INCORPORATION

After our initial meeting, the Committee agreed that it was important to incorporate the organisation. We lodged the necessary application under the name “Friends of the Melbourne Maritime Museum” but the NT would not allow us to use those words.

Accordingly, we adopted the name “Maritime Heritage Association of Victoria” and this has now been incorporated. In retrospect, it is felt that this new name is much more in line with our objectives, and thus we can help projects throughout Victoria. 

We have now opened a Bank Account and all monies raised and donated are banked safely and accounted for. We thank all those who donated so generously, because obviously it costs money to operate anything and to keep in touch with Members. A post office box has also been arranged.

ACTION NOW – PLEASE JOIN OUR ASSOCIATION

We now need to hold a meeting of Members to reinforce our Aims and Objectives, to adopt our Rules, to elect Officers and a permanent Committee and to develop and agree on future plans. 

Obviously, we need Association Membership. An Application Form is attached involving a $5.00 annual subscription. Please return as indicated.

FUTURE ACTION

We believe we have achieved quite a bit in a short time, but to make our vision come true requires much continuing effort.  We have made the State Government aware of how we feel but we must keep driving the message home. We demand a world class State Maritime Museum for Victoria, funded by the State Government. It may be at Southbank, it may be at Williamstown, and possibly at both, but it must happen!  Our involvement is to help it to happen.

So please keep those letters going to the politicians, keep lobbying, keep writing to the newspapers and please help to make this Association really effective. Please contact the Association with any questions or ideas you have.

PATRON - SIR RUPERT HAMER

We are very proud to announce that Sir Rupert has agreed to become a Patron of our Association. We have received support from many prominent citizens, but support from Sir Rupert is very significant for it was he, when Premier of Victoria, who arranged for the Southbank site to be given as a home for the restored Polly Woodside and for the establishment of a Maritime Museum.  
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