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MARITIME HERITAGE ASSOCIATION of VICTORIA Inc.

PO Box 408, Williamstown, Victoria 3016, Australia

Ph:  (03) 9589 4575   Facs:  (03) 9589 7736   Email:  shiprex@alphalink.com.au

Web:  www.mhav.net

November 2005

NEWSLETTER No. 10

Report from the President

It is nearly six months since our last Newsletter and a lot of water has passed under the bridge since we last reported to you. There is now increasing recognition of the processes necessary to move towards our world-class maritime heritage vision at the ex-Port of Melbourne Authority workshops and slipways site at Williamstown. 

The next few months are critical in this process and there will be significant activity at the site early in 2006, which will result in widespread focus on the site and its potential. A unique opportunity arises from the visit of the beautifully-restored 1874-built 3-masted barque James Craig from Sydney, which will sail out of Williamstown between 21 January and 6 February.

Our committee has been working hard behind the scenes, with the aim of working cooperatively with, and encouraging all organizations which share our aims for Williamstown. This is the only philosophy which we believe can ultimately succeed. We will continue along this path and keep you informed of progress and opportunities to participate in supportive activities. 

I recently became Secretary of the Williamstown Maritime Association. The WMA is close to receiving an Agreement from Parks Victoria, which is expected to detail staged responsibilities for future operation of the Williamstown site. It should also provide the basis for moving towards eventual full responsibility for site operations. A diverse and wide-ranging organization will be required to maintain good progress in the move to assuming full responsibility. I would like to encourage all members to read the transcript of Warwick Turner's address (see below), given recently at the Williamstown site.

The next few months will see increased activity at Williamstown and elsewhere, and I encourage members and friends to participate in the events detailed below, and to consider supporting one of the heritage vessels in the Melbourne area directly. Well-patronised activities help attract interest and support for our aims. 

Many thanks to all committee members and others who have assisted our activities this year.I hope to see many members at our AGM on 22 November, where I plan to provide more details and to answer questions. We will probably not issue another Newsletter in 2005, so I wish all members and their families a Happy Christmas and a very successful New Year.

Lindsay Rex

:

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 2005 AGM will be held at the Port of Melbourne Corporation Education Centre

Lorimer St, Fisherman’s Bend, (Melway Ref 42E10, next to Port Control Tower)

at 7.30pm on Tuesday 22 November 2005

See details enclosed

Museums congress report and presentation on maritime heritage.  

Light refreshments.  All welcome.
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Williamstown Maritime Association Inc.

This Williamstown community organisation was formed in November 2004 by the group which ran the Heritage Boat Show at the ex-PMA site in March 2004, and subsequently the April 2005 Maritime Festival on the site. The WMA has been negotiating with Parks Victoria to obtain an agreement for operating the ex-PMA site. The inaugural President was Cr Peter Hemphill from Hobsons Bay City Council, with local businessman Leigh Goodall taking over in August 2005. MHAV President Lindsay Rex was invited to join the committee in December 2004 and became Secretary in August 2005. Other committee members are Stephen Hare, CEO of the National Trust; lawyer Patsy Toop, businessman Michael Kennedy, accountant Lea Andrew, Anne Kennedy and Geoff Dougall. 

The organization has a strong volunteer emphasis, with wide community support, and has refurbished the old site ablutions block as a meeting room, and set up a Pirates Tavern in the adjacent building as the beginnings of site development. Current site activity is to provide new facilities in time to host the James Craig in January, see below.

The organization is slowly moving towards detailed planning for site development and considering the type of organization and support required to move forward in a substantial way. The MHAV welcomes these developments and where possible will assist the process, with the longer term aim of becoming part of the future site organization.

HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2005

MARITIME FESTIVAL AND HERITAGE BOAT SHOW 2-3 APRIL

This was very successful with operating model ships and boats, displays of maritime crafts, and the presence of many maritime interest organizations, arranged by the MHAV. At the pier, tall ships Enterprize and the visiting Windeward Bound from Hobart and other vessels provided an unforgettable sight, enhanced by two Adsteam tugs giving a fire-fighting display. Music, children’s activities and food and drink contributed to the event. Congratulations are due to the WMA organisers and to the many MHAV members who assisted. 

PREMIER’S ANNOUNCEMENT ON 3 APRIL

On the Sunday of the Festival the Premier, local member Steve Bracks, announced at a function on site arranged by Parks Victoria that "negotiations will shortly commence to establish a special management relationship between the Williamstown Maritime Association, Parks Victoria and Hobsons Bay City Council to examine the future of the site". Further that "This offers the chance to recapture the site’s maritime legacy – and invigorate its community and heritage value." Whilst not really new statements, these public words did cement the government view that the site should be retained as a maritime precinct with retention of heritage values. The Premier congratulated the Festival organisers and is clearly committed to a community-based group moving ahead to develop the site.

VISION STATEMENT AND ZONE PLAN

An attractive "Vision Statement" developed by members of the WMA committee in conjunction with a representative of Parks Victoria was displayed on site for comment in April. This incorporates a zone plan which earmarks different parts of the site for maritime heritage, vessel berthing, entertainment and leisure, exhibition and retail, hospitality and administration. Many good ideas are incorporated which we support, and the document provides useful input for development of a detailed plan for the site.

SITE OPEN DAY ON 2 OCTOBER Members of both the WMA and MHAV attended an informal open day at the site on Sunday 2 October at which details of the forthcoming visit by James Craig were presented by MHAV.
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President Lindsay Rex. Vice-President Miles Allen presented an illustrated talk on maritime heritage sites, concentrating on Charleston Port in Cornwall and Chatham Dockyard in Kent.

The highlight was a talk by Warwick Turner, founder of the Sydney Maritime Museum, on maritime heritage generally, on his view of the potential of the Williamstown site and how to develop it successfully into a world-class facility, something he wholeheartedly supports. This inspiring address was spoken of as "the best talk on the subject I have ever heard" and "a road map for the site." Thank you Warwick, for your excellent presentation. 

Copies were requested by many, so permission has been given for us to digitise the presentation, which will be available in a week or so. It will also then be posted on the MHAV website. 

SQUARE-RIGGED TALL SHIP VISITS TO MELBOURNE

[image: image2.jpg]



James Craig

As noted above, the restored 1874-built 3-masted barque James Craig will be in Melbourne from 21 January until 6 February. During this time the ship will take passengers on at least seven 6-hour Port Phillip sails, from Workshops Pier at Williamstown. In addition she will participate in the 'Volvo Round the World Ocean Race Stopover' activities including start/finish line viewing off Station Pier for the In-Port race on 4 February. James Craig will be in Geelong for 5 days over the Skandia weekend from 26 January and will be at Williamstown for a WMA run public open day event at the ex PMA site on Sunday 5 February.

The MHAV has chartered the James Craig on Tuesdays 24 and 31 January and is currently taking bookings for these sails. See enclosed sheet. Please consider booking for these strictly-limited and unique opportunities to sail on a genuine square-rigged Cape Horner (very similar to Polly Woodside) and encourage others too. 

Anyone interested in crewing on James Craig, learning about handling such vessels, sailing as a passenger between Sydney and Melbourne, or within Port Phillip to and from Geelong and the Heads, should contact Miles Allen, email: griffinarchitects@yahoo.com.au ph 8300 7020 for information.

In preparation for this visit the WMA, together with Parks Victoria, are arranging a new shore power supply to Workshops Pier berth and showers, toilets and clothes washing facilities at the Williamstown site for visiting crew use. Numerous other arrangements will be made for the visit, and anyone prepared to be rostered or otherwise assist is also asked to advise John Milne, details above. These facilities and others are aimed at setting the Williamstown site up as the preferred berth for tall ships and heritage vessels, and to attract more frequent voyages to Melbourne.

On 22 and 31 January Enterprize is expected to be sailing at the same time as James Craig and those sails are an ideal photo opportunity. See Enterprize website for details (below).

In March 2006, during Commonwealth Games time, the Australian National Maritime Museum replica barque Endeavour is expected to return to Melbourne, possibly at the same time as 
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the replica vessel Duyfken visits from Fremantle. Later in 2006 Windeward Bound from Hobart, which was here in April this year, is expected to return. These plans indicate growing success in attracting heritage vessels to Melbourne.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

The MHAV have sponsored vice-president Miles Allen to attend the International Congress of Maritime Museums 12th Triennial Congress in Auckland from 7 to 11 November. This will be attended by delegates from around the world, with presentations from many countries. Miles will report on the Congress at our AGM.

Three tenderers have been selected to tender for major expansion of the Melbourne Exhibition Centre ('Jeff’s shed') next to the Polly Woodside Melbourne Maritime Museum. The changes will impact on the Museum site, and the National Trust, as Museum operator, is negotiating for the best outcome. We are hopeful some very positive benefits will ensue.

November 2005 is Polly Woodside’s 120th birthday. To mark the occasion three lectures are planned at the Museum, one by MHAV committee member Kate Lance, as follows:

Monday 14 November: Dr Philip Ayers, "Mawson and his Captains"

Monday 21 November: Dr Kate Lance, "Alan Villiers and the Wind Ships" 

Monday 28 November: Dr Judith Buckrich, "Transforming the Port: a mostly invisible drama".

Lectures 6.00 – 7.00pm, light refreshments from 5.30pm. Cost $10, or all three for $20.

Bookings and information from the Museum, ph 9699 9760.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2005/06 ARE NOW DUE

We hope that all Members, Newsletter recipients, and their friends will support us. ‘Membership Renewal’ and ‘Application for Membership’ forms are enclosed as applicable.

Membership remains at a low $5.00.

Renew at the AGM if attending.

REPORTS ON MELBOURNE’S HERITAGE VESSELS

ALMA DOEPEL TOPSAIL SCHOONER: Remains at Port Macquarie, NSW and was slipped for three weeks at Birdon Marine on the Hastings River, 16km upstream from Port Macquarie in October. Planks were replaced and other work completed on propeller shafts, rudder and skegs etc. General condition was better than anticipated, and the owner Sail and Adventure Ltd is now in a position to consult with the NSW Maritime Authority as to requirements for return to survey. This will hopefully lead to planning for future operation back in Melbourne. Contact: Chris Holliday. Ph: 9853 0100.

Email: sailandadventure@ozemail.com.au. Web: www.almadoepel.com.au

CERBERUS MONITOR: The four 10” guns were removed from the vessel on 3 March and placed on the bottom near the ship in 4m water depth. The nomination for the new National Heritage List has not been decided on and a display and model are set up in the nearby Black Rock Yacht Club.

Contact: John Toogood. Ph: 9878 8983. Email: cerberus@cerberus.com.au. Web: www.cerberus.com.au

ENTERPRIZE REPLICA SCHOONER: The Enterprize Ship Trust is now very active, with the ship just returning from the Whale Festival at Eden, NSW, after spending nearly three weeks visiting ports along the Victorian coastline, including Stony Point, Cowes and Port Welshpool. Over 1,000 primary and secondary school students boarded, most ‘learning the ropes’ with the ship under sail.
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The Enterprize continues to support the schools programs from her Williamstown base and is preparing for the summer season, the Volvo race stopover in January and the Commonwealth Games in March. A full time Operations manager Robert Fievez has been appointed.

Contact: Ph: 9397 3477. Email: sailing@enterprize.com.au. Web: www.enterprize.com.au

LYTTELTON II STEAM TUG: This 1939-built twin triple-expansion-engine coal-fired vessel which has been laid up in Docklands since 1985 has a hull in very poor condition. It is likely she will have to be scrapped unless a real prospect of significant funds and interest in repairing the vessel is found in the next few months. This would be a great pity as the ship’s spacious engine room is a great example of later coal fired installations. 

Contact: Leigh Doeg. Ph: 9699 6763. Email: info@victoriastar.com.au

OTAMA SUBMARINE: The proposal to display the vessel on the Hastings foreshore has been unsuccessful and a site at Crib Point where the Otama is moored is now being investigated. The display has been moved from Hastings to Crib Point. 

Contact: Max Bryant. Ph: 5979 2467. Email: maxbry@alphalink.com.au. Web: www.otama.com.au

POLLY WOODSIDE: After 30 years since slipping and now landlocked in the old Duke and Orr Dock the hull of Polly Woodside is in need of major maintenance. Investigations into the best way to arrange this and to preserve, display and operate the ship into the future are being investigated by the National Trust. See above re the Polly’s 120th birthday celebrations. Contact: Melbourne Maritime Museum.

Ph: 9699 9760. Email: polly@nattrust.com.au. Web: www.nattrust.com.au

REEMERE ex-STEAM FERRY: This ex-Tasmanian timber steam ferry built in 1909 has been berthed at the Williamstown site for several years. The owner now plans to carry out major hull repairs, possibly at Queenscliff. Ultimately it is hoped the original compound steam engine which remains in Tasmania will be reinstalled, and the superstructure returned to its earlier classic style for operation for excursions. Mystic Seaport in the USA, possibly the best known historic seaport in the world, operates a quite similar small steam excursion vessel Sabino as part of their site operation.

Contact: Ranald Maclurkin. Ph: 9532 0959, 0408 317 060. Email: maclurkin@hotmail.com

WATTLE STEAM TUG: Remains out of survey and in need of major maintenance in Docklands. Discussions are underway to set up a new trust to operate the vessel and return her to survey for operation again in Melbourne. Leigh Doeg who was responsible for the vessel during her earlier years in Melbourne is again involved. The volunteer support organization will continue.

Contact: Tony Lewis. Ph: 9846 1819. Email: lewist@conwag.com.

WEBSITE INFORMATION AVAILABLE

Williamstown site Vision Statement & Plan  
http://www.seaworks.org/35.html

Warwick Turner’s address
http://www.mhav.net/wturner.html

James Craig Port Phillip sails booking form
http://www.mhav.net/

Enterprize Port Phillip sails
http://www.enterprize.com.au/sailschd.htm

This and past MHAV newsletters
http://www.mhav.net/newsletters.html

