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Since our last Newsletter, your Committee has been working towards the Association's heritage objectives in a number of ways.  This Newsletter brings the Members up to date, and also gives notice of our Annual General Meeting to be held on Monday 25th August at 6-30 pm in the Polly Woodside Meeting room.

Note:  If Members wish to add Agenda items for discussion at the AGM, these should be forwarded to the Secretary prior to 15th August.

A summary of activities covered in this Newsletter, which are aimed at encouraging the State Government to sponsor a world class Maritime Museum and Heritage Park, is as follows:

· An examination of possible places for such a facility, and the choice of Williamstown.

· A world wide survey of similar facilities, their operations, their funding, etc.

· The formation of an Advisory Group under the patronage of Sir Rupert Hamer, to help us through the labyrinth of politics involved in the fulfilment of our ambitions.

· Meetings with the main parties involved in the Williamstown foreshore development, including Local Government, State Government (Parks Victoria and Heritage Victoria), Williamstown Seaport Group, the National Trust, and local business. 

· An exchange of correspondence with the Premier, and Minister John Thwaites, aimed at emphasising who we are, and what we want to achieve.

· The formation of special subject sub-committees for detailed planning.

Committee members will be pleased to give further details on any of the above subjects at the Annual General meeting.

WHAT TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT DO WE WANT?

We are proposing what could best be described as a Maritime Sovereign Hill.  The days of purely glass case museums are well gone, and priority must be given to hands-on education with entertainment, together with preservation of the heritage, ambience and structures.  It should, among other things, provide facilities for maritime industries, floating exhibits, operation of historic vessels and berths for visiting ships of interest.  We were pleased to learn that Parks Victoria have involved the Boating Industry Association in their deliberations.

We accept that in today's climate a development totally dependent on Government finance is unlikely, and that private investment and business activity is essential.  However, we believe that subjects such as education, restoration, and preservation should not be entirely in the hands of commerce, and we wish to see the whole facility developed to a Government sponsored and supervised Master Plan. 

WHERE SHOULD IT BE LOCATED. 

Your Committee has examined locations at Geelong, Fishermens' Bend, Victoria Dock, South Wharf (Polly Woodside) and the ex PMA site at Williamstown, currently vacant and controlled by Parks Victoria. All factors considered, the decision has to be overwhelmingly for Williamstown. When all that vacant waterfront area, with its existing facilities of sheltered wharves, slipways, buildings and workshops was considered we concluded that there is not a place with so much opportunity and potential elsewhere in Australia, perhaps in the world.

In this decision, we in no way wish to diminish the achievements of the National Trust and the Volunteers at Southbank with Polly Woodside and the Melbourne Maritime Museum. However, in our discussions with the National Trust, the limitations of that area were recognised, and it was agreed that the two sites can work together in promotion and preservation of Maritime Heritage.

THE WILLIAMSTOWN SEAPORT GROUP (WSG)

Following a tendering process, based on the requirements of a Government Foreshore Strategic Plan (launched in 2000), the WSG was selected as the "preferred proponent" and this was announced by the Premier in April 2002.  Subsequently, the Business Plan for WSG has been rejected twice by Parks Victoria, and the latest submission is to be decided upon in the near future.  

We have no objection in principal to commercial activity in a heritage development as proposed by the WSG. We see such commercial activities as a necessary part of the overall Maritime Precinct, so that there is a level of financial viability.  We do however oppose the control of the whole project by purely private interests, where the essential heritage elements could be given low priority behind the need for income and cash flow.  Our view, strongly represented to all parties, is that the project should be sponsored by a State instrumentality.

THE STATE GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE TO MARITIME HERITAGE.

We have pointed out to the Government in strong terms that successive State Governments have left the preservation of our maritime heritage to a gaggle of under financed Organisations and Trusts operated mainly by volunteers.  The result has been a lack of focus, financial difficulties, and threatened projects.  When we consider the factors surrounding Polly Woodside, Alma Doepel, Enterprize and steam tug Wattle, we see visual proof of this lack of support.  Melbourne is the one Capital city without a major maritime museum.

State involvement in the Williamstown development would be a wonderful way to rectify this neglect, provide a tourist icon for Melbourne, and provide employment for a community under economic threat if shipbuilding, refining or the motor industry downsize in the area. The project would also provide all week trading for local business instead of the current two days at weekends.

SUPPORT FROM THE WILLIAMSTOWN COMMUNITY.

We have been much encouraged by the support for our concepts voiced by local citizens. We have found a level of community concern aroused by the WSG, due mainly to poor communication.  To this end your Committee had progressed plans to hold a large scale public meeting at Williamstown in July to give people the chance to air their views.

However, as a result of recent discussions with Parks Victoria, we have decided to postpone such action until a decision on WSG is forthcoming.  We can then act accordingly without confusion.

AUDIO VISUAL PRESENTATION

For the purpose of community relations and presentations to Authorities, your Committee has decided to invest in a professionally produced audio visual presentation to demonstrate other projects around the world and what Williamstown could achieve.  It is hoped that this production will be shown to Members at the Annual General Meeting.

THE COMMITTEE

The Committee is made up of a representative of each of the following Member Associations, plus four Members to represent the general membership.  One of this last group has resigned (Ms. Marnie Pascoe) because of professional re-location, and thus a vacancy exists.

The Committee will welcome nominations for this position, to be elected at the AGM.

Member Organisations:

Australian National Antarctic Research Expeditions 
Malcolm Kirton

Durham Association
Charles Treleaven 

Maritime Archaeology Association of Victoria
Mark Ryan

Naval Historical Association of Victoria
Elizabeth Stevens

Oceanic Research Foundation
Ian Pullman

Polly Woodside Volunteers Association
Neil Thomas

Shiplovers Society of Victoria
Ken Shewan

The Navy League of Australia, Victoria
TBA

World Ship Society Victoria
Lindsay Rex

Members' Representatives
Miles Allen


Barbara Cohen


John Milne 


One vacancy

WORKING SUB-COMMITTEES ESTABLISHED:

Education
Site/Planning
Museum Design

Membership
Finance/Sponsorship
Publicity/Relations

HOW CAN YOU HELP THE ASSOCIATION?

Firstly renew your membership.  Consider joining one of the sub-committees.  Also please encourage all those interested in our aims, to join our organization.  Keep talking about your interest in Maritime Heritage to friends and colleagues.  Make suggestions for future action. Finally attend the AGM.

MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCES

MHAV membership stands at around 200.  We currently have a Bank Balance of $1,680, sufficient for current needs.  We have budgeted $500 for the audio visual production.  
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Membership subscriptions for the Year 2003/2004 are now due and payable.  Your committee decided to leave the subscription at $5.00 per member.  Payment may be made by mail, or at the Annual General Meeting.  As usual, only financial Members are entitled to vote at general meetings.

Please ensure your subscription is renewed.  The Committee looks forward to seeing you at the Annual General Meeting.

CHARLES TRELEAVEN

President

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MONDAY 25TH AUGUST 2003 at 6-30pm

AGENDA

1. Welcome to Members

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting

3. Treasurer's report  

4. Membership report

5. Election of Committee and Officers

6. Statutory Factors - Association Rules, Public Officer

7. President's Report

8. Introduction of Sub-Committee Chairpersons

9.    Concepts - Viewing of Audio-Visual Presentation

10.    Questions and Discussion

11.    Other business

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Cut here…..

MHAV COMMITTEE MEMBER NOMINATION FORM
We wish to nominate ……………………………………(name, print) as a member of the committee of the Maritime Heritage Association of Victoria, Inc.

Nominator:
…………………………….……….(name, print)


…………………………….……….(signed
Seconder:
………………………………………(name, print)

        ………………………………………(signed)
Nominee Acceptance:………………………………(signifying agreement to stand )       
Date:

………/…………/2003

    Please post this nomination to the P.O.Box above by 15th August 2003
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