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March 2005
NEWSLETTER No. 9
GOOD NEWS AT LAST!?
In our Newsletter No. 8 of December we reported on the formation of the Williamstown Maritime Association Inc., a local community based group, our participation on that group’s committee and plans by it for a Maritime Festival and Heritage Boat Show at the ex Port of Melbourne Authority workshops and slipways site, Williamstown, on 2 and 3 April 2005. Great progress has been made towards what will be a wonderful maritime weekend.
The good news is that we understand and hope that the Premier, in conjunction with Parks Victoria will make an announcement on the future of the site on Sunday afternoon at the Festival. This has been a long time coming, and all the hard work and lobbying over several years by our organisation and others to establish this site as a living Maritime Precinct for the people of Victoria looks like becoming a reality. So make every effort to be there to celebrate!

MARITIME FESTIVAL AND HERITAGE BOAT SHOW
Ex PMA Site, 82 Nelson Place, Williamstown, west of Ann Street
Melways 56 E9/10
Saturday 2 April 10.00 – 6.00 and Sunday 3 April 10.000 – 4.00
Adults $2, children under 16 free

Ferries direct to site from Southgate/Yarra stops and St Kilda
FUN AND ENTERTAIN MENT FOR ALL THE FAMILY

ATTRACTIONS AT THE FESTIVAL
At the Jetties:
· Melbourne’s tall ship ENTERPRIZE, go aboard and consider a 1 hour sail
· Tall ship WINDEWARD BOUND, go aboard and consider a 4 hour evening cruise
· Steam tug WATTLE open for inspection with steam up

· Harbour tug WANDANA or VITAL for inspection

· Historic yachts and couta boats

· Ferries from the Yarra and St Kilda
In the Main Workshop Building:
· MHAV and Williamstown Maritime Association desks
· Maritime association and interest group stalls and information desks
· Maritime museum and heritage vessel operator displays

· Maritime heritage trade exhibits and demonstrations

· Commercial maritime industry stalls
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· Pirate shop, bandanas etc
· Maritime playground

· Ship and boat models
· Pool for model ship and boat demonstrations
· Three metre model of QE2 demonstrated mornings and afternoons

· NAUTILUS II, historic hydroplane and ATOM, classic speedboat
· Historic and classic boats
· Seaplane

· Maritime art and nautical artefact show

· Theatrette showing maritime videos and films

· Victoria University Newport Campus wooden boatbuilding display

· Parks Victoria information desk

In the Office and Visitor’s Centre:

· Display of vision for development of the site for public comment and input
· Ship models

· Anticipated announcement by Premier Sunday pm
On the Water:

· Free ferry boat rides from site jetty

· Tall ship ENTERPRIZE 1 hour sails at 1.00, 2.30 and 4.00 each day
· Free dinghy sailing for youngsters
· Couta boat races at 2.00 each day

· Classic yacht race at 10.00 Sunday
· Firefighting tug display, time to be advised

· Fireworks display off nearby Commonwealth reserve at 9.15 pm Saturday
· Tall ship WINDEWARD BOUND fireworks cruise Saturday evening
Around the Site:
· Heritage boats and yachts
· Steam engines
· Craft stalls
· Musicians

· Face painters

· Food and drinks, BBQ and spit
· Beverages at the Pirates Tavern

· Wine tasting

VICTORIA HAS NOT SEEN SUCH AN EVENT BEFORE
DO NOT MISS IT, BRING FAMILY & ENCOURAGE FRIENDS AND OTHERS
HAVE YOUR SAY ON SITE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS
If you cannot have your say on site development proposals at the Festival please check with our website where we will endeavour to include times when the proposals can be viewed at the site Visitors Centre after the Festival, during the public display period.

If any member can assist with provision of trestle tables or display boards

suitable for stalls please contact Charles Treleaven on 9391 0288 urgently
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SITE PREPARATIONS FOR THE FESTIVAL
This has been a tremendous effort by many, and special thanks must be paid to Geoff Dougall, Leigh Goodall and Michael Kennedy of the Williamstown Maritime Association for their enormous contributions. The cleanup and refurbishment of the old ablutions block into an Office and Visitor’s Centre, the setting up the Pirates Tavern and the general site cleanup are a credit to all involved. Thanks are due to MHAV members who have attended the Saturday working bees or assisted in other ways, in particular, Charles Treleaven and Miles Allen arranging Association and Maritime Trade stalls, Neil Pollard in his role with Korevaar Marine as sponsors and providing a tug for the Festival, David Hancox with sponsorship, provision of superb models and arrangements for the Adsteam firefighting tug and Kate Lance for Saturday contributions. Parks Victoria have facilitated arrangements through Matthew Paravagna and demolished damaged or unwanted structures and assisted in many other ways. This level of community contribution augers well for the future.
COME TO THE MHAV DESK IN THE MAIN BUILDING ON ARRIVAL 
AND COLLECT YOUR ASSOCIATION BADGE
Most MHAV member associations will also have stalls in this area
ASSISTANCE AT THE FESTIVAL

Volunteers are required at the Festival to supervise at the jetties, on Korevaar’s tug, in the Pirate Shop and for other duties. Please consider making yourself available for, say, 2 hours for one of the rosters. The Festival will only run smoothly with such assistance. Please advise Kate Lance email <lance@cyber.com.au> or phone 9525 7574 if you can participate.
Tall Ship WINDEWARD BOUND
To ensure WINDEWARD BOUND comes to Melbourne for the Festival there must be sufficient corporate, group and individual bookings for Bay cruises over the period 31 March to 20 April. Please advise the ship directly and urgently on 0418 120 399 or 6224 7965 of any corporate charter possibilities and your or your group’s interest in going sailing. Assuming the visit proceeds bookings will also be taken to sail back to Tasmania.
Local cruise details are on the MHAV website. For more see <www.windbound.com>
AFTER THE FESTIVAL
We all eagerly await announcements on 3 April and these will set the scene for the next phase of us achieving our vision of a world class maritime precinct where Melbourne and Victoria’s maritime heritage can be presented in conjunction with all existing maritime organizations and facilities in a cooperative way. This will take time and require all interested to contribute in their own way. MHAV individual and corporate members and associates will be expected to play their roles in this. So stand by for more news with the expectation of considering how you can contribute. We will need all the assistance we can muster if our dreams are to be fulfilled over coming years.
OTHER NEWS

Polly Woodside Melbourne Maritime Museum
Pirate Mania for families on Wednesday and Thursday 13/14 April 11.00 – 2.30.
Treasure hunts, face painting, pirate hats, sausage sizzle, games, special admission rates.
For more contact the Museum on 9699 7960.
Coming up: POLLY WOODSIDE 1885 – 2005 120th year birthday celebrations in November.
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Oceanic Research Foundation

Refitting the DICK SMITH EXPLORER to return to the Antarctic

Pirate Costume Party on Saturday 14 May.
Buffet supper, music, bar, beside and aboard Polly Woodside, $40/costumed pirate.
For more contact Catherine on 9699 9760.
FINALLY
The committee hopes to see and hear from a great number of our members at the forthcoming Festival and be encouraged by your offers of support and assistance with future activities at the Williamstown site. Please bring the Festival to the attention to as many as possible and enjoy your time there.
Lindsay Rex

President







